DISGRACE   ABOUNDING
between the Emperor in Vienna and the King (subsequently
Emperor) in Berlin. It was the age of the Berlin-Vienna axis, in
the eloquent language of our time. This being so, Northern
Bohemia, midway between Berlin and Vienna, was the safest
place for Austria-Hungary to put its industries. The Polish,
Italian and Hungarian provinces were much too exposed to the
danger of war. Moreover, Northern Bohemia was especially well
suited for industry; it had the timber and coal and water-power
ttt£t industry needs. From these two ruling ideas, strategic and
geological suitability, the industries of Austria-Hungary were
planted in Northern Bohemia. A very large proportion of this
industry was Jewish, and financed with Jewish money. The Jews,
who prefer the big battalions, were all heart and soul for the
Emperor in Berlin or the Emperor in Vienna; what chance had a
Czech Jew of becoming a General or Hofrat? They compelled
their Czech workmen to send their children to German schools.
Thus Bohemia lost millions of its Czechs. In the areas handed to
Hitler, as a result of Munich, were towns where the population
was preponderantly for Germany, but the names on the stones in
the churchyard were all Czech. Henlein himself had a Czech
mother. Czech peasants were transformed into German workmen
and miners. The peak of this period of Germanization was
reached with the famous Austro-Hungarian census of igro-
used by the Four Just Men of Munich as the chart for their
amputations. At that time the Governor and the whole ad-
ministration "of Czech Bohemia were German. High native-born
Czech officials had to speak German with other officials senior or
junior to them. The Czechs retained nevertheless their longing
for freedom, but even their Parliament was dissolved in 1908,
and remained dissolved until the World War, because the Czechs,
from democratic conviction and fellow-feeling for the Slavs in the
South, opposed the annexation by Austria-Hungary of Bosnia
and Herzegovina. Even then they saw the coming war. The
dissolution of their Parliament was part of the preparation for it.
Another part of it was the memorable census of 1910, when men
were asked, not 'What is your mother tongue?' but 'What language
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